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DEUDRAETH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ilNNUAL  REPORT  OP  TEE  MEDICAL  OPPICER  OP  HE/iLTH 
^OR  THE  YEiEl  ENDED  3 1ST  DECEMBER,  1955. 


Toj  The  Chairman  ana  Members  of  the 
Deuaraeth  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  the  Health  Report  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1955. 

The  estimated  population  remiainea  the  same  as  the  previous 
year,  although  in  previous  years  there  had  been  a steady  fall. 

In  1951?  the  population  v?as  estimated  to  be  6, 9751  in  1952  - 
6,858;  1953  - 6,795;  195U  - 6,640. 

There  was  an  increase  of  5-m  the  number  of  live  births 
over  the  previous  year  and  there  were  11  fewer  deaths.  The 
defficit  between  births  and  deaths,  however,  still  continues  to 
exist  and  can  only  be  regarded  as  omnious  for  the  future  of  the 
community.  It  has  been  estimated  that  the  percentage  of  persons 
over.  65;'.W.ill  double  in  the  next  20  years. 

An  increase  in  the  infantile  mortality  rate  took  place  in 

1955. 


The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  was  4 fewer  and  from 
Tuberculosis  3 fev/er  than  in  the  previous  year. 

More  than  half  the  number  of  deaths  were  due  to  diseases 
of  the  caraio-vascular  system. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  vvhooplng  cough  during  the  year 
and  there  v/as  one  more  case  of  Pulmonary  ana  1 fewer  of  non- 
pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year, 

I Wish  to  thank  Mr.  R.  0.  Hughes  for  his  co-operation 
during  the  year. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
EV/E^  RICHilRDS 


District  Medical  Officer  of  Health 


c 
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AMTUAL  REPORT,  1955 . 

GEKERAL  SANIT.^iRY  CONDITIONS; 

WATER : ./ 

The  Council  has  its  own  water  supply  schemes  for  the  various 
villages  ana  hamlets,  but  water  is  purchased  in  bulk  for  Llanbear 
ana  Garreg,  Llanfrothen. 

Supplementing  the  Water  Supply  at  Groesor. 

The  existing Well  ( Pfynn on  Helen)  at  Groesor  was  not 
provialng  sufficient  water  for  the  hamlet  ( I5  houses)  ana  a 
water  shortage  was  often  experienced.  A new  12  ft,  deep  well 
was  sunk  in  the  rock  and  shale  strata.  Water  piped  from  the 
new  well  with  2”  A.C.  pipes  to  the  existing  storage  tbnk, 

Mains ;( Total  length  throughout  the  District  is  27^  miles, 
f Water  Is  supplied  into  1,351  houses. 

(48  houses  are  supplied  by  standpipes. 

Burst  mains  occurred  at  different  points  but  none  caused 
any  material  interruption  in  the  supply  ana  repairs  were 
effected  expeditiously. 

A new  branch  main  was  provided  for  Pronfair  ana  Prongodi, 
Maentwrog. 

Meters;  Total  number  of  Meters  - 58.  ■ 

Number  of  new  Meters  fixed  during  the  year  - 13, 

Nev7  Connections;  Total,  number  of  ne?/  Connections  - 33*  . 

Water  Samples;  Constant  sampling  for  bacteriological  analysis 
IS  undertaken,  also  chemical  sampling  in  certain  circumstances. 

Total  number  of  Bacteriological  Samples  - 16. 

Total  number  of  Chemical  Samples  - 2.  ! ' 

Due  to  the  very  ary  Summer  of  1955?  the  Council  had  to  take 
steps  to  supplement  their  supplies  at  the  follov/ihg  sources; 

Diversion  of  Mountain  Stream  at  Cae  Glas,  Gellilydan. 
Diversion  of  Mountain  Stream  at  Rhya, 

Supp^-ement  Maesneuadd  Stream  from  Llyn  Caerwych. 

The  10  yearly  inspection  of  Llyn  Pedw  Reservoir  was  carried 
out  by  a Specialist  engineer,  namely  Mr.  D.  B,  Rich  eras, 

^EWERiiG^;  . • ' 

Work  was  commenced  on  the  2nd,  stage  of  the  improved  scheme 
at  Harlech  and  progressed  very  satisfactorily.  Two  extensions 
were  constructed  to  the  sewer  at  Llanfair  to  serve  further 
properties  in  the  Patrick  View  and  Gelli  area.  The  Ministry 
conducted  an  inquiry  in  respect  of  a village  scheme  for  Maentwrog. 
Plans  for  a disposal  scheme  for  the  Ynys  and  Glanywern  ¥/ere 
prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers.  A survey  of  the  houses 
not  connected  to  the  Council’ s sewer  v?as  carried  out  at  Llanfair, 
Talsarnau,  Penrhyn  and  Trawsfynyaa.  Steps  were  initiated  to 
ensure  that  such  houses  would  connect  to  sev/er. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES; 

NeviT  Public  Conveniences  were  completed  at  Talsarnau  and 
plans  for  Public  Conveniences  at  Minfforaa  v/ere  approved.  The 
Council  gave  consideration  to  new  Conveniences  at  Bronaber, 
Gellilyaan  Maentwrog  ana  Llanaanwg  Beach, 


2 


REFUSE  COLLECTION; 

Vi/eekly  domestic  collection  is  unaertaken  by  the  Council’s 
own.  vehicle.  Several  new  requests  were  maae  to  collect  from 
adaitional  properties  ana  the  Council  agreea. 

RODEMT  CONTROL; 

This  service  is  carriea  out  jointly  with  Ffestiniog  U.D.C. 
a full-time  Officer  being  employea  for  both  aistricts.  / Refuse 
sites  ana  sewers  inspectea  ana  treatea  regularly, 

DISINFECTING ; 

Disinfecting  of  infective  premises  was  unaertaken  by 
fumigating  ana  spraying.  ' 

HOUSING: 

Work  was  commence a in  respect  of  constructing  16  Council 
houses  at  Harlech,  4 houses  at  Soar  aia  3 houses  at  Maentwrog, 
also  6 garages  at  Llanbear.  The  Council  gave  consiaeration  to 
builaing  new  houses  at  Llanfair,  Llanbear,  Gelli^-ydan  ana 
Penrhyn.  A survey  of  all  the  Council  houses  v/as  carriea  ..out 
ana  the  necessary  maintenance  ana  repair  work  7/as  aone.  'Sv/ings 
ana  seats  were  proviaea  for  the  Aawyaau  Estate,  Penrhyn.  Sites 
are  alreaay  in  hana  for  future  schemes  at  Penrhyn,  Gellilyaan 
ana  Llanbear.  ’ ■ 

The  preliminary  survey  of  all  the  houses  in  the  aisthi-ct 
was  completea.  A total  of  2,133  houses,  i.e.  l,72h  awelling 
houses  ana  411  farmhouses.  From  this  survey  the  Council  was  „ 
able  to  ascertain  the  number  of  houses  7/hich  were  7/ithout  a, 
v/ater  closet,  7/ithout  a bathroom,  without  a hot  water  supply  ana 
those  without  a pipea  water  supply  into  the  house.  A further 
survey  of  390  houses  which  were  in  a state  of  consiaerable 
aisrepair  aha  lacking  the  necessary  amenities  was  carriea  out 
and  as  a result  of  this  second  survey,  report  7/as  made  to  the 
Council  in  respect  of  170  unfit  houses,  7/hich  are  to  be  dealt 
with  unaer  Slum  Clearance  Programme. 

HOUSING  ACTo  1949. 

A campaign  was  launched  early  in  1935  m oraer  to  make  the 
aavantages  better  khov/n  by  holaing  meetings  ana  shov/ing  of  films 
ana  distribution  of  a booklet  prepares  in  both  Welsh  ana  English 

Total  number  of  applications ■ during  1955' - 14* 

Total  number  of  applications  approved 

to  31st  December,  1955«  - 45* 


The  following  inspections  were  carriea  out-auring  the 

year; 

Houses  - Public  Health  Acts  180 

Houses  - Housing  Acts  yU® 

Complaints  investigatea  JS 

Factories  3 

Workshops  1 

Catering  Establishments 3 

Vehicles  Conveying  Fooa 6 

Ice-Cream  Premises  ^.  . . . ......  7 

Milk  Samples  - Tuberculosis  2 

Tinnea  Fooas  ana  other  articles  of  fooa  <*....  25 

Pou&es  Disinfectea  • .15 

Water  Samples  „ 18 

Slaughter  Houses  12 

Miscellaneous  59 

Total  1157 


Signea  ...  R.  0.  HUGHES 

Public  Health  Inspector/ 
Surveyor. 


February,  1957* 
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SECTION  A.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  Rural  District  75j493 

Rateable  Value.  £23j722. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  figures)  6,6i40 

Sum  representea  by  a Penny  Rate  £90.  6*,-  9d. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  >r 

(according  to  the  .Rate  Books)-  * ' ‘ ' 

at  end  of  year.  2j,5lU. 

CQ]\IPAR/vEILITY  FACTORS. 

Births  1.18 

Deaths  O.85 

VIT/iL  STATISTICS. 

Nett  Births  (Live  arid  Still)  97 

Births  (Live)..  - • -96 

Births  (still)  1 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  PER  1,000  POPULATION  . • - • 1U.U6 

LIVE  BIRTHS  , _ ..  ....  . • . • 

Males  Females. 


Total 

56 

•40 

Legitimate 

53 

39 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate 

(Percentage  of 

Total  Live 

Births) 

0 » 80 

DEATHS 

Total  Number 

111 

Males 

Females 

51 

60 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

16.75 

1954  figures 

18.37 

DEATHS  OP  INP/vNTS  UNDER  ONE  YE/iR. 

Total  4 

Males 

Females 

Total 

3 

1 

L egitimate 

3 

- 

I llegi timate 

- 

1 

Infant  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000 
1954  figures 

Live  Births) 

41.67 

32.97 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) 

31.25 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) 

10.42 
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DEATHS  OF  IKP/iNTS  UNDER  U Y/EEKS  . 


Male 


Pemales 


Total 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

- 

Illegitimate 

- 

1 

IvLiTERNAL  MORTALITY 

■ - 

(Deaths  connectea  with  chllabirth  ana 

pregnancy  • 

DEATHS  PROM  Ci;NCER 

Total 

17 

Rate  per  1,000  population  - 

2.36 

DEATHS  PROM  TUBERCULOSIS 

Total  - 

1 • 

Rate  per  1,000  population  “ 

0.15 

GENER/IL  PROVISIONS  OP  HEiiLTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  iJ^EA, 


1.  PUBLIC  HEIXTH  OPPICERS  OP  THE  AUTHORITY. 

One  Meaical  Officer  of  Health. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector, 

2.  LABORATORY  PACILITIES, 

V/ater  Analysis  (Chemical)  carriea  out  by  Mr.  Harola 
Lowe,  Public  Analyst,  Chester. 

Water  Analysis  (Bacteriological  ana  milk  examination 
for  cleanliness  ana  keeping  quality  by  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory,  Aberystwyth, 

3,.  iUIBULilT'CE  PACILITIES.  .. 

- ■■  ■ One  Ambulance  s tatlonea  . at  p enrhynaeuaraeth. 

4.  INPliNT;  WELPARE  CLINICS.  ' 

-p  enrhynaeuaraeth  - hela  fortnightly  in  the.  i^.elwya 
- Builaing. 

Harlech  - hela  monthly  at  the .Free  Library , 

"Trawsfynyaa  - hela  monthly  at  the  'Congregational 

Chapel  Vestry.  . . ' 

5.  MTE  NAT.iL  CLINICS. 

Hela  at  the  Out-Patients’  Department,  Memoriai 

Hospital,  Blaenau" Ffestiniog,  every  two  vveeks. 

6.  ORTHOPilEDIC  CLINIC. 

Hela  fortnightly  at  the  Clinic,  Wynne  Roaa,  4- ' ■; 

Blaenau  Ffestiniog.  ' ' 

?•  TUBERCULOSIS  CLINIC.  ; 

Hela  every  week  at  the  Clinic,  Wynne  Roaa, 

Blaenau  Ffestiniog.  

8.  DIPHTHERIA  IMIvlUNISATION. 

Arrangea  by  the  County  Meaical  Officer  of  Health. 
Immunisation  of  babies  anb  young-  chllaren  carriea 
out  at  the  Primary  School. 


- 6 - 


9.  hospit;j.s> 

There  is  no  Hospital  situatea  in  the  area, 

10  . INPECTIOUS  DISEASES,  C. 

Total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 
notifiea  auring  the  year  — 24., 

Scarlet  Fever  - 

Bacillary  Dy sentry 

Yi/ho oping  Cough  22 

Measles  - 

Infantile  Paralysis 
Pneumonia.  2 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

NEW  CASES. 

Pulmonary  Total  17 

Males  12  Females  5 

Non-pulmonary  Total  2 

Males  1 ..  -Females  ■ 1 

TUBERCULOSIS  DEATHS. 

Pulmonary  • - Total  1 

Males  1 Females  - 

Non-pulmonary  . ■ Total  Ui,l 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1955  in 

/jGE  GROUPS . 


Hew  Gases  , ■ , 

AsePerioas  Respiratory  R;3pj.p°?oi.y c 

Deaths. 

Respiratory  jjespiStory 

0 , 

r ^ 

,.M.  F. 

^ 

M.  F. 

■ 

M.,  Fr 

M.  F. 

2 

' 

• 

3 

•2  1 

1 

; ■ 

‘ ■ r 

no 

1 

1 

15 

2 1 

20 

2 

.25 

1 

35 

1 1 

45 

3 

55 

2 - 

65’ 

75 

1 

TOTAL 

12  5 

1 1 

•1 

- - 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1955 


M.  P. 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary  1 - 

i^cute  Poliomyelitis  - - 

Cancer  Stomach  1 3 

Lung  2 

•'  Breast  ~ 1 

’•  Other  sites  - 2 

Vascular  loaions  of  nervous  system  7 21 

Coronary  disease,  angina  4 2 

Hypertension  with  heart  aisease  2 1 

Other  heart  aiseases  10  12 

Other  circulatory  disease*  2 - 

Influenza  ~ - 

Pneumonia.  2 1 

Bronchitis.  8 2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system,  1 1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  duodenum.  - 1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  1 1 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases.  - 10 

Motor  vehicle  accidents.  1 - 

All  other  accidents,  2 ~ 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms.  6 2 

Congenital  mif ormations.  1 

TOTAL  51  60 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  Act,  but  supervision  was 
maintained  in  some  cases. 
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